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Abstract

This study aims to explain the relationship that exists between the two main characters, Hodaka Morishima and Hina Amano in the novel Tenki
no Ko by Shinkai Makoto. In this study, the author used a structural method with qualitative descriptive research methods. In addition, the author
used the love theory from Robert J. Sternberg named The Triangular Theory of Love to reveal the romantic relationship between the two main
characters. The results of this study show how the romantic relationship between the two main characters is tested by the various conflicts they
face to maintain their relationship. In maintain the relationship, there are various components such as intimacy, passion and commitment . The
three components interconnected with each other and define the perfect love relationship by Hodaka and Hina expereinced

Keywords: love; character; conflict; structural

1. Introduction

Literary works also possess inherent distinctiveness, namely beauty, originality, and artistic expression in both content and
presentation. Sayyid Quthb in Sangidu (2004: 38) defines literary works as an intertwining of emotions and social realities (all
aspects of life) that are well-organized and beautifully expressed in concrete form. Etymologically, literature can be interpreted as
beautiful writing. One of the types of literary works is the novel, a narrative form that contains specific conflicts in the lives of its
characters. All elements that contribute to a novel, both intrinsic and extrinsic, influence the structure of a novel and shape the
overall story. Interrelated and interdependent elements form a totality that makes it a literary work.

Nurgiyantoro in Nurgiyantoro (1995: 30) states that intrinsic elements are those that build the literary work itself. These
elements include plot, characters, characterization, setting, and others. In examining a literary work, especially a novel, various
research methods can be used, and one of them is the structural approach. According to Taum (1997: 38-39), the structural
approach emphasizes the overall relationship between various text elements. The elements of the text itself consist of various
aspects such as ideas, themes, settings, messages, characters, language style, and so on. Meanwhile, according to Teeuw as cited
in Wiyatmi (2006: 89), structural theory views and understands literary works from the perspective of the structure of the work
itself. Literary works are built from a number of structures, and each structure has its role and function. In this study, the author
uses a structural approach to analyze some intrinsic elements such as characters and characterization, as well as conflicts within
the novel.

Aminuddin in Prima Fajri Putra (2014: 10) defines characters as the actors who carry out events in the story, while
characterization is the author's way of presenting characters in the story, and these characters depict their roles. In a novel, there
is also the relationship between characters, which is an essential aspect of a novel. Relationships between characters can occur
between main and supporting characters, main characters among themselves, or supporting characters with other supporting
characters. These interactions influence each character's relationship and the development of each character. Thus, the interactions
between characters drive the plot and introduce interesting conflicts in a story. According to Wellek & Warren as cited in
Nurgiyantoro (1998: 122), conflict is something dramatic, referring to the struggle between two balanced forces and implying
action and reaction. Conflict is also something unpleasant experienced by the characters in the story and arises from interaction,
usually in the form of communication. Conflict is divided into internal and external conflicts. Internal conflict occurs within an
individual, typically involving inner struggles that evoke feelings of anxiety and uncertainty. On the other hand, external conflict
is a conflict that occurs outside an individual and involves others.

The theory used in this study is Robert J. Sternberg's theory of love. In his book "The Psychology of Love," love is described
as a feeling within a person's heart that contains intimacy, commitment, and passion. These three elements form the core of an
ideal and stable love relationship. This combination of elements is known as "The Triangular Theory of Love," and from this
combination, various types of love are derived, such as liking, infatuation, friendship, empty love, romantic love, blind love, and
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perfect love. Each of these components plays a role and is interconnected with the other components, defining the meaning of love
experienced by each individual with their partner.

2. Method

The study method employed in this study is the qualitative descriptive method. This approach focuses on obtaining an in-depth
understanding of an occurrence or a specific event through detailed descriptions. Typically applied in study, this method is utilized
to unearth the meanings, values, and perceptions inherent in a given incident or event. It goes beyond data collection,
encompassing the analysis and interpretation of the gathered data to achieve a deeper understanding of the phenomenon or event
under investigation.

Several studies have explored similar theories or objects to the research at hand. The first study is conducted by Reshma Fajar
Ariastanti (2015), titled "Analysis of the Novel Shiosai by Mishima Yukio Through Robert J. Sternberg's Theory of Love." In this
study, Reshma Fajar Ariasanti analyzes the novel Shiosai used a method that encompasses both its intrinsic and extrinsic elements.
The intrinsic elements focused on include characterization, plot, and setting. Meanwhile, the extrinsic elements are examined use
the love theory by Robert J. Sternberg. The second study is conducted by Zakia Ayu Wardana (2021), titled "Phenomenon of
Romantic Love in Waria Perspective through 'The Triangular Theory of Love' According to Robert J. Sternberg."” In this study,
Zakia Ayu Wardana discusses the forms of intimacy and passion among waria (transgender women) in their romantic relationships
based on The Triangular Theory of Love. The study utilizes a qualitative method with a philosophical method to investigate or
explore human experiences. The third study is conducted by Mohammad Shalahudin AL Ayyubi (2022), titled "Analysis of the
Use of Women's Language Varieties in the Novel Tenki no Ko by Shinkai Makoto.” The aim of this study is to discuss women's
language varieties (Joseigo) and their usage in the novel. The study employs a descriptive method with a qualitative sociolinguistic
method.

3. Result and Discussion

The novel Tenki no Ko tells the story of two teenagers named Hodaka Morishima and Hina Amano. The story begins when
Hodaka Morishima runs away from his home on a small island and moves to Tokyo. On his way to Tokyo, the ship that Hodaka
boards is hit by a rainstorm, almost causing him to fall off the ship. Fortunately, Hodaka is rescued by a man named Suga Keisuke,
who gives him his business card. In Tokyo, Hodaka struggles to support himself due to his underage status, making it difficult for
him to work legally. One day, Hodaka encounters a girl who gives him free food, and this girl turns out to be Hina Amano. After
this meeting, Hodaka eventually finds a job as an assistant at a small company that publishes articles about legends and folklore.
The company is owned by Suga, the man Hodaka met on the ship. Later, Hodaka reunites with Hina and discovers that she has
ability to change the weather to clear skies. Together with Hina's younger brother Nagi, the three of them start a business using
Hina's ability to provide clear skies for specific events. As they spend their days together, Hodaka begins to fall in love with Hina.
However, Hina's ability holds a tragic secret if used, her body gradually transforms into water, leading to her disappearance.

3.1. The relationship between the main characters in the novel Tenki no Ko

In this study, the author will elaborate on how the relationship between the two main characters is portrayed. To understand
this, the author needs to delve into the characters and characterization, as well as the conflicts that unfold between the two main
characters. Therefore, the author employs a structural method that encompasses characters, characterization, and conflicts. The
aim is to explain how the characters and characterization, as well as the conflicts, contribute to building the relationship between
the two main characters.

3.1.1. Characters and Characterization

In a novel, characters are a crucial intrinsic element. Each character plays a unique role and possesses distinct traits that set
them apart from other characters. As for the two main characters in the novel Tenki no Ko, they are as follows:

1. Hodaka Morishima

Hodaka is a 16 years old teenager facing family issues who decides to leave his birthplace and go to Tokyo. Despite being just
a teenage boy, Hodaka gradually overcomes all the challenges he faces in Tokyo and transforms into someone with a brave and
optimistic demeanor. His encounter with Hina also reveals Hodaka's compassionate and hardworking side, evident in the close
bond he forms with Hina over time.

2. Hina Amano

Hina is an orphaned girl who struggles to provide for herself and her younger brother, Nagi Amano. The challenging
circumstances force Hina to be self-reliant, managing everything from work, cooking, housekeeping, to taking care of her sibling.
Fortunately, Hina is a highly creative girl, utilizing various means to meet her daily needs. Hodaka's presence provides Hina with
a friend to share all the challenges she has been facing, allowing her to momentarily forget the burdens she carries alone. This
contributes to Hina regaining her cheerful demeanor. The closeness between Hina and Hodaka makes her more attentive and
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patient when dealing with Hodaka. Initially just friends, Hodaka gradually awaken emotional feelings within Hina, bringing them
closer together.

3.1.2. Conflict

Conflict is one of the essential elements found in a literary work. Conflict arises due to interactions, both internal and external.
It is not only expressed verbally but can also manifest non-verbally through body language, facial expressions, or actions that
convey contradiction. The conflict in this novel begins with the meeting of the two main characters. Subsequently, the encounters
they experience lead to closeness and emotional bonds between the two main characters and culminate in how they struggle to
maintain their relationship.

1. The beginning of Hodaka and Hina's closeness

The relationship between the two main characters begins when Hodaka visits a fast-food restaurant where Hina works. During
those visits, Hodaka only orders a cup of cream soup for three consecutive days as he needs to save money. Hina, observing
Hodaka from a distance, is touched by this and decides to give him a box of burgers. This marks the inception of their relationship.
As in the following quote below:

DEMIL LTz, 7 FFIL FDOHIRE,

[0, A, | BATERAMFE, EVSERT, BEFSS,
[BI1F5. Mgl DEBEOEYH=WATALEET. €55 o7,
[R2ICEBAT - ]

B, ZHEHTENDNIBL oAl PXIFEDORI—C212RTHLEDHDLSICESIE-T. IMNEYTES
T17<,
(FriEa, 2019:32)

Someone has placed a Big Mac box in front of me. She was wearing a McDonald’s uniform.

"Um, this..." | uttered, intending to convey that | didn't order it.

"I gave it to you. It’s a secret, okay," she said, with a voice as soft as the scent of small flowers.

"Huh? But, why..."

"You've been eating just that for your dinner for three days, right?" she said as if protesting, glancing at my cream soup. Then,

she ran off playfully.

(Shinkai, 2021:36)

After that, Hodaka and Hina cross paths again when Hodaka sees a girl in distress, who turns out to be Hina, dealing with a
man. Without hesitation, Hodaka bravely intervenes to help Hina. After rescuing her, they get acquainted and Hina show her
ability to brighten up a situation. Discovering that Hina has the power to change the weather to clear skies, the three of them
Hodaka, Hina, and Hina's younger brother Nagi—start a business, using Hina's ability to provide clear skies for specific events.
As they spend their days together, Hodaka begins to fall in love with Hina.

2. Hodaka and Hina escape from the police.

After experiencing so much together, their relationship grew closer. However, it didn't last long. Hodaka's departure from his
home island worried his parents, leading them to initiate a search for him. One day, while Hodaka and Hina were resting in the
apartment where Hina lived, they were suddenly startled by the arrival of the police, causing fear. At that moment, Hodaka was
reported missing, and Hina's identity as an orphan became known to the police. Consequently, feelings of worry and fear arose in
both Hodaka and Hina. They were concerned that their relationship might come to an end. This conflict became a significant
challenge that tested the bond of their relationship. As in the following quote below:

P LAEEVIERHYEL TR BATHRRESLETEI. [ENITREIRHIVET, TEENGITA

FHEENSAETVET ] EORIE. BOEEYH-DIHBFITEA TS,

[ZNDLXRFSA. | EXBREBEEDR, [Hiaf. MEEDBSAEZAELL £R2)
N=4AY
fehth, RHEL L EHMBELTD, REFOVGWVWREL T TOEREF—]
(g, 2019:151)
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"We just want to ask a few questions.” The man sounded tense. "Besides, he ran away from home, and both of his parents filed
a missing person report." My knees tremble, as if my legs are separate living entities from me.
"So, Amano-san,"” the policewoman said. "You live alone with your younger brother, who is still in elementary school, right?"
"Yes."
"That's also a bit problematic. The life of children without parents..."

(Shinkai,2021:179)

After the police arrived, Hina tried to understand the predicament Hodaka would face if he continued to stay with her and
requested that Hodaka return to his hometown. Hearing this, Hodaka became aware of everything they had been through together
and recalled what he needed to do for Hina and Nagi. Therefore, Hodaka decided to run away together. Hodaka's decision
strengthened the bond between them even more because their choice was based on trust, mutual understanding, and the desire to
always be together with their loved ones.

3. The secret of Hina's abilities

Throughout the journey they went through together, there was a secret that Hina always kept hidden, and it was the
consequence she would face when using her ability. Hina never disclosed this secret; she only shared how she became a "Sunshine
Girl" with Hodaka. However, one day, the secret of her ability began to manifest in certain parts of her body, transforming into
water, and Hina could no longer conceal it. As in the following quote below:

IRAEBAEZEN =D, THEHIBERIW=D, BhZEESEER, ANERIZAE->TLL D]
BEKIODEN =DM, FOUVLEZEBENLTELZRLED. HRORBFORL I,
(HriEE, 2019:178)

"At first, there was nothing. But, one day, | realized. The more | prayed for clear weather, the more transparent my body
became."

Why didn't | notice it? Her hands, seemingly transparent as she gazed through the sky, sadness on her face.
(Shinkai, 2021:206)

Their escape came to a halt at a Love Hotel, where the three of them spent time and rested while hiding from the police pursuit.
It was the night when the secret of Hina's ability was revealed. On that night, Hina realized that her body would soon merge with
the sky. Therefore, Hina finally expressed her feelings to Hodaka and revealed the secret she had kept hidden. The secret being
that her body would transform into droplets of water every time she used her ability, ultimately merging with the sky. Upon
hearing this, Hodaka felt a profound sadness as he faced the disappearance of Hina, someone incredibly precious in his life.
Hodaka, unable to do anything, could only blame himself for realizing Hina's secret too late.

4. Hodaka and Hina's final decision

After Hina's disappearance that night, Hodaka was subsequently arrested and taken to the police station. However, a ring
slowly fell from the sky and landed in front of him. Hodaka briefly observed the ring and realized that it was the birthday gift he
had given to Hina. In that moment, a conviction arose within him that Hina hadn't completely vanished but had been carried up
into the sky, in line with the legend of the Sunshine Girl. As in the following quote below:

EENZTCYERI ST, TNIFIEHIZo7z. WEENSELTERIDE., ELNBRSADEEICIEIHEFT
D, IMNESHRBDEEZ of=. BERISAD, AFEIZ?

MEXRS A, BEE52)

BEIEOLTILLEAD, BV LHRZBENBZEL., HKEBHOLIHRIFHT. HABRHZEEICFAIVEDICSH
B. LAETHEAL, EIZAAS>TEHTUS,

MERIA, RoTETUBERIA, BERIA—!]
(B, 2019:188)

I shuddered. The ring that had fallen from the sky turned out to be a small silver wing that should have adorned Hina-san's
ring finger. Has Hina-san been made a sacrifice?

"Hina-san. This is a lie, right?!"
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Without thinking, | rose to my feet. "Hey!" A uniformed police officer grabbed my shoulder. Ignoring him, | began to run.
The officer locked my arms behind my back. I struggled, screaming with my entire body facing the sky.

"Hina-san, come back! Hina-san! Hina-san!"
(Shinkai, 2021:219)

According to the legend, if the Sunshine Girl doesn't merge with the sky, the sky will never be clear again. Therefore, Hodaka
had to make a choice between Hina and the people of Tokyo. If he chose Hina, the citizens of Tokyo would forever face extreme
weather, never experiencing clear skies again. Conversely, if he chose the people of Tokyo, Hina would disappear entirely, and
they would never meet again. However, the weather would return to being clear, and the citizens would be able to live normal
lives once more.

With full awareness, Hodaka decided to go to a torii gate at a shrine to bring Hina back. After a long struggle to avoid police
pursuit, Hodaka finally reached the top of the torii gate. There, he prayed and fervently pleaded to be reunited with Hina. Just after
stepping through the torii gate, Hodaka opened his eyes and realized that he was above the blue sky. Following that, Hodaka was
then reunited with Hina, and he loudly declared his decision to choose Hina over the blue sky.

3.2. The main character's relationship through Robert J. Sternberg's love theory

In Robert J. Sternberg's love theory, he explained that there are three elements that constitute love: intimacy, commitment, and
passion. These three factors, according to Sternberg, collectively form the core of an ideal and stable romantic relationship.

3.2.1. Intimacy

Intimacy is the emotional element that connects feelings between partners. These feelings create closeness and emotional
attachment to the partner, such as the desire to experience happiness together, mutual respect for each other's shortcomings,
reliance on one another, understanding each other, providing emotional support, and maintaining communication with each other.
As in the following quote below:

ZTOF, FADOBIZIFRSD, BLNEDLDAFADFENE ., BROFEWD, EL>-FDED,

e
BORIOZETUSDIE, FAICKHIEICFEFEZBEILTLEDEFMET,
MiE-!

BRIZENBOHNIDELSIC, FAFILEENS, WHEL, 2B, AALTFTLEHIDEK. FhzEeh
TELEDIIDEELIE. BEULELEBLST
(¥, 2019:229)

At that moment, the embodiment of a plea was reflected in my eyes. My plea, their plea, and the figure representing both.
"Hina!"
Shouting in the sky in front of me, reaching out desperately towards me was Hodaka.
"Hodaka!"
I rose to my feet as if suddenly thrown from a dream. My chest was warm. My entire body was warm. An overwhelming
feeling surged through me, propelling me to run with all my might; it was joy and affection.

(Shinkai, 2021:263)

Hodaka felt a sense of despair after losing Hina. However, a silver ring with wings offered a glimmer of hope to Hodaka,
leading him to decide to go to the torii gate to find Hina. After overcoming various obstacles to reach the torii gate, Hodaka finally
managed to ascend into the sky and reunite with Hina. Hodaka's plea in front of the torii gate prevented Hina's body from merging
with the sky. In the above excerpt, it is explained how Hina felt joy and affection upon reuniting with Hodaka. An overwhelming
feeling surged within Hina, compelling her to run with all her might. This emotion is rooted in love, making someone feel happy
and joyful when meeting and being with their loved one. This is a manifestation of intimacy, a form of emotional connection
present in the relationship between Hodaka and Hina.

3.2.2. Commitment
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Commitment is the decision of a couple to love and endure without regard for time. With commitment, individuals enter into
a relationship with a more serious intent, often with the goal of marriage. Consequently, someone committed to a relationship is
willing to do whatever it takes to maintain and improve it when it is facing challenges. As in the following quote below:

MfHE. —#IZI|EA5
SWZHIIHEBVELEMADESIZ, BROBAED, £S5 LS5GKREICHED, RILDT D &SI
Do
I3, HAR- 6. FXREH...o N
FTH 5000 BIEIBED, BERNEWVEEZT D, HITROTWE, HOZEBATESE2TLW, #EFE
[CE>TEREHESS, EIREILEFES/D TS,
MTE53VVVWKIBERED S, BhZGAN Lol
TH3ZFEEBNAELL o TLWW] BEROBISRNEEZHL D,
TBEELYEH. BIEBERALWN]

(¥, 2019:231)

"Hina, let's go home together!"
As if suddenly remembering something, Hina's face appeared overcast. Her expression overwhelmed. She shouted to me and
said,
"But, if | go back, the weather"
"That's enough!" I exclaimed. Hina looked surprised. My decision was firm. | didn't care about anything else. | would defy
even the gods. | already knew what | had to say.
"That's enough! Hina is no longer the Sunshine Girl!"
"l don't care even if the sky won't be bright again!" Tears overflowed from Hina's eyes.
"I choose Hina over the blue sky!"
(Shinkai, 2021:266)

Hodaka, who finally succeeded meet Hina, invited her to come back, even though he understood the consequences that would
occur if Hina returned. However, Hodaka's decision was resolute to stay with Hina, even if the weather in Tokyo would never be
clear again. One form of commitment demonstrated by Hodaka is evident in the magnitude of the decision he made to repair and
sustain his relationship with Hina. With unwavering determination, Hodaka chose Hina even though the result would be perpetual
extreme weather and the absence of clear skies. Hodaka's decision is a manifestation of commitment to love and endure with the
person he loves.

3.2.3. Passion
Passion is the expression of intimate needs that involve physiological elements. It makes an individual want to be physically
close to their partner, enjoy or experience physical touch, and engage in sexual relations with them. Additionally, the desire to
always be close to a partner, constantly think about them, willingly make sacrifices, and experience delightful feelings that elevate
the heartbeat are components of passion itself. As in the following quote below:
T-iRE
BRIADUY, ERFREZRITIETS, EL-EERBICERITHT, BRXOEN. FTALEALEDINTL S, £
LTEDEDHIT, BREIAFD Y TLTEIZHEZDL, ZOBVIZEITEVT, QALHEGIELEWVLSIZHE
REIAVERAEFFESDHY ERD, 5302 T, EEBREAMNNVELDTILD, EELEX--FFREEZ S,
BRSADKELGETEZRLEITS,
(FriB, 2019:254)

"Hodaka!"

Hina-san screamed; | threw the umbrella, and we both ran. Her face approached, soaring. Hina-san leaped in front of me and
hugged me. Her strength surprised me, and | caught her, swinging her around so she wouldn't fall. After that, we stood facing
each other. Smiling, we caught our breath. Hina-san's large eyes looked up at me.

(Shinkai, 2021:293)
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The separation occurred right after Hodaka and Hina successfully returned from the sky, and they were both subsequently
apprehended by the authorities. Following this, Hodaka was sent back to his hometown to undergo mandatory reporting for his
escape and resistance, while Hina was taken to a child protection institution. Their actions upon reuniting illustrate the beautiful
emotions experienced by Hodaka and Hina. Despite being separated for two and a half years, the desire to be close to their partner
and feel their physical touch remained intact. This indicates the presence of the passion component in the relationship between
Hodaka and Hina.

4. Conclusions

The analysis of the novel Tenki no Ko employs a structural approach and explores the romantic relationship between the two
main characters, Hodaka and Hina, using Robert J. Sternberg's love theory, known as the Triangular Theory of Love. In this
theory, intimacy, passion, and commitment are the three interconnected components that define the meaning of love in a
relationship.

The romantic relationship between Hodaka and Hina in the novel begins with intimacy, initially establishing a friendship. Over
time, their closeness deepens, accompanied by the emergence of passion. This passion brings them closer, fostering feelings of
constantly thinking about each other, a willingness to sacrifice for their loved one, and experiencing both joy and hardship when
together. Subsequently, from the established closeness in their relationship, a commitment arises. This commitment represents
their mutual decision to love each other and endure various situations, regardless of time, with the goal of preserving and sustaining
their connection until the end.\
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