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Abstract

Through the COVID-19 pandemic, this study aims to identify euphemism in information reported through Mandarin
online news media Guoji Ribao and Hao Bao in forms of sentences. This study is based on Allan and Burridge
euphemism theory. This study uses discourse analysis technique with gqualitative approach and COVID-19 pandemic
case study. The data collection was conducted from August to September 2021 using 10 news from Guoji Ribao and
10 news from Hao Bao Daily. There are 58 euphemisms obtained in the form of sentences with 5 different effects, the
ordering or politely asking, stabilizing situation, refining goals, reproaching or mildly criticizing, and substituting
words with negative connotation. From all the five euphemism purposes found, the ordering or politely asking purpose
is the dominant effect. This relates to the COVID-19 phenomenon relating to the establishments of new policies to
protect the society from the impact of the COVID-19 itself. The euphemism in Mandarin online news media Guoji
Ribao and Hao Bao Daily are widely applied as one of the ways to calm the readers regarding the information they
receive, while still holding argumentative principle or creating interpretations.

Keywords: euphemism; Mandarin; online news; COVID-19; case study

1. Introduction

The interaction and communication between human can be done either orally or in writing. The social life
nowadays is inseparable with information technology. The need of information had become a primary need in
understanding various occurring events. These information can be obtained from media. In journalism, media is
categorized into printed, electronic, and online media. Media is closely related to news. Spencer and Hepwood (in
Siregar, 2014) states that news are fact or the right idea and may draw readers’ attention in the form of an initial report
of an important event and an event that attract public attention. News is a report of facts and an important and
interesting opinion to some people and should be published immediately [1]. It can be concluded that news contain
not only the important information that can attract readers’ attention, but it should also be published immediately in
order to keep the information up to date so that the society get something that is “fresh from the oven”, or in other
words, news is expected to provide latest information quickly.

One of the ways to publish latest news that can be accessed quickly and easily by readers is using digital media,
such as online news media. Nowadays, online news media has become an alternative for seeking information. The
advantage of an online media is it provides an up to date, real-time, and practical information. Up to date, because
online media can upgrade an information or news from time to time. Real-time, because online media can directly
provide information and news right when the event is occurring. Pratical, because online media is accessible anywhere
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and anytime, as long as it is connected to the internet and the language of journalism is the news media’s strength [2].
The power of journalism language used might be the news presentation style, diction, display, and other things that
can influence the news’ strength. One of the journalism power used is language style. In both printed and online news
text, using certain language style affects the reader’s interest. The language style includes the soften language style
(euphemism) to soften the words or the coarsen language style (dysphemism) to give negative impression on what is
being reported.

Euphemism (Greek eu “good, well”; phémé “speaking”) and dysphemism (Greek dys “bad, unfavorable™) are
obverse sides of the same coin. The concepts imply the presence of direct terms that are neither sweet-sounding,
evasive, or overly polite (euphemistic), nor harsh, blunt, or offensive (dysphemistic) [3]. Euphemism (avoidance
language and evasive expression) is the polite thing to do, and dysphemism (offensive language) breaks social
convention. Euphemisms enable people to maintain a positive tone when discussing unpleasant or negative topics, to
neutralize things that are directly related to negative emotions, or to substitute direct and harsh expressions with
indirect ones so as not to be hurtful [4]. Euphemisms have two functions: beautification and concealment.
Beautification implies the avoidance of or the replacement of vulgar or uncomfortable words and expressions.
Concealment aims to disguise the truth with alternative words or to hide it ambiguously, and sometimes, this actually
ends up sounding rude and causing the other person to lose his/her dignity [4]. In Mandarin, euphemism is known as
B, BN N T RIS T 77 B EIN]—FH G id 92 E 77 20, BEER T BEBENFY 6 e 5 fors - KA
XK 77 JEE I K3 o A2 i e [5]. Euphemism is an appropriate way of expression that people hope to find in
communication. It does not only enable both sides to successfully complete the communication, but also makes both
sides feel that the communication is pleasant. It can be concluded that euphemism is a language style that accentuates
politeness by considering the positive effects that it wants to convey [5].

Euphemism also contain a concept of social and culture communication of a country and nation [6]. Euphemisms
represent a very productive area of linguistic analysis, and this is particularly evident in the analyses of euphemisms
used to avoid the direct mention of what is considered to be an unpleasant or embarrassing concept in a given
sociocultural context. Some areas of human experience, such as religion or death, have traditionally been euphemised.
Besides these, there are many other areas that reveal characteristics of euphemistic usage in a specific community at
a given point in time [6]. Euphemisms reflect the sociocultural characteristics of language users [4]. With the
development of social economy, people spontaneously pursue the language civilization to show that they are civilized
and cultivated. Almost all cultures seem to have certain notions or unpleasant things that people try to avoid
mentioning directly, even when there is such a term in a language. When such a notion or thing has to be referred to,
the practice will be a substitute that sounds better. That’s the coming of euphemisms. Euphemism plays an important
role in facilitating social interaction. It is not only a cultural phenomenon, but also a social phenomenon. It just likes
a mirror, which reflects some social and psychological phenomena [7].

One of the phenomenon and information which developments are constantly demanded is information about the
global COVID-19 pandemic. The COVID-19 pandemic has occurred for almost two years. Debates on the origin of
COVID-9, the impact on various sectors, recovery and death cases, vaccination, and other information related to
COVID-19 keep emerging in media including online news media. The happening and globally reported phenomenon
is interesting and beneficial to be a research object. The COVID-19 phenomenon can also be researched from other
fields of study outside medical studies. In this study, the COVID-19 pandemic will be researched from language
perspective. The news report of the COVID-19 pandemic that uses euphemism language style with certain purpose
and effect also gives a chance for foreign language learners especially Mandarin language learners to be able to study
it through Mandarin online news.

In this study, the online news media used are Guoji Ribao and Haobao Daily. The existence of Mandarin
newspapers in Indonesia are not new. Harian Indonesia or Sin Chew Jit Poh 47/ 22/ 7K is the first Mandarin
newspaper in Indonesia established by Chinese descendants in Indonesia who vocalized nationalism in 1910. Certain
conditions affect the discontinuation of Mandarin newspapers publishing. However, after Soeharto presidency,
Mandarin newspapers started publishing, two of them are Guoji Ribao and Haobao Daily. Guoji Ribao is a
collaboration of 3 media such as Guoji (LA-United States), Wen Wei Po (Hong Kong), and Ren Min RI Bao (China),
intrigued to make Mandarin newspapers in Indonesia. The collaboration of these media then become known as Guo
Ji Ri Bao which means International Daily News, which started publishing in the late 2000. Then, it joined Jawa Pos
Group making Guo Ji Ribao become more solid. Guoji Ribao can be accessed online at 75 7 - [& br H #
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(guojiribao.com)

Hao Bao was published as a weekly newspaper in Medan on December 3™ 2008. In May 11" 2011, Hao Bao
developed from weekly newspaper to daily newspaper, publishing 24-28 large pages everyday, focusing on reporting
local and international news about politics, economics, social, culture, and sports to Chinese readers in Indonesia.
Since 2014, Hao Bao can be accessed online at www.haobaodaily.co.id. However, since the COVID-19 pandemic
Hao Bao stops publishing in May 1% 2020, and became an online media.

Some studies references have been researching on euphemism using news media as the source of the data as in
Sulistyono focused on the structure and function of euphemism in Kompas daily obituary rubric [2], Kurniawati used
lingual unit in news text of various rubric from Spiegel Online containing euphemism and dysphemism [8] or in
Jayanti et al that focused on euphemism and dysphemism in Balikpapan Pos news title only [9] and some studies focus
on political euphemism for example Zhao found that euphemism could be uses as a tool for political leaders to control
information transmission [10], Sariah discussed about the use of euphemism as a reality manipulation on political
news [11]. Howerver, in this study the euphemism research is focused on the case studies of COVID-19 news from
many parts of the world as a world phenomenon in the form of sentences that indicate the use of euphemism concept
in Mandarin online news Guoji Ribao and Hao Bao.

2. Method

This study uses descriptive qualitative approach with discourse analysis research method. According to
Moeleong, a qualitative approach aims to understand a phenomenon that is experienced by or currently occurring in
the research object holistically and described through words and language. A research with discourse analysis research
method discusses about the scientific use of language, both oral and written [12]. This study also uses case study
approach. Lisa M. Given states that “A case study is a research approach in which one or a few instances of a
phenomenon are studied in depth”. A case study is a study where it is done intensively, in detail, and profound towards
an organization, institution, or certain phenomenon, where the phenomenon that are being reviewed are current or real
life events and currently happening, not past events [13]. In this study, the happening phenomenon is the COVID-19
pandemic in written language from Mandarin online news media Guoji Ribao and Hao Bao Daily which is described
through sentences.

The data collection was conducted from August until September 2021 obtaining 20 news, 10 news from Guoji
Ribao online news media and 10 news from Hao Bao online news media. The classification is based on Allan &
Burridge euphemism theory and pragmatic theory. The first step of the analysis is data reduction, data reduction is
conducted by identifying units. Unit identification is identifying the smallest unit in the data that has meaning or is
related to the focus of the study. After the units are obtained the coding will be made in each. The second step of the
analysis is data categorization, sorting each units into parts that have similarities. Then, each categories is given certain
label. The last stage is data interpretation, where the collected and copied data are interpreted according to the
established guidelines [12]. The data classification and data analysis step has a strong connection with the data context.
The data context plays an essential role to clarify the euphemism meaning, and to reveal the reason of using the
language style [8].

3. Result and Discussion

Based on the data collection, there are 58 sentences obtained from Guoji Ribao and Hao Bao Daily online news
text that are indicates using euphemism. The sentences are also classified based on the effects and there are 5 effects
found in the sentences. Those effects are the ordering or politely asking, stabilizing situation, refining goals,
reproaching or mildly criticizing, and substituting words with negative connotation.

Table 1. The five effects on online news sentences

Effects Number
Ordering or Politely Asking 22
Stabilizing Situation 13
Refining Goals 11
Reproaching or Mildly Criticize 7

Substituting Words with Negative Connotation 5
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Total 58

3.1 Ordering or Politely Asking

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the negative impact of the pandemic to the society highly influence people’s
emotions, so that the use of euphemism is essential in order to avoid orders or requests that sound harsh to be softer
in order to be perceived well by the society. In the data obtained, the dominant order is from the government towards
the society. The use of euphemism in sentences in Guoji Ribao and Hao Bao online news can be seen in these data.

Data (1)

B 1T IREER I = 19191 77 1B FRRAL [FT 7 1T BT

Baobi shizhdng yaoqin mianian de sucyou xuéxiao zanshou jinzhi mianshou de guizé.

Mayor Bobby asked all schools in Medan to abide by the rules prohibiting face-to-face teaching.

In data (1) there three words determine the sentence is indicates as euphemism. The word %K ydogii means
asking and i~} ziinshou means respecting. The word %K yaogin and 1E5F ziinshou are used to soften the order
from Medan Mayor, Bobby Nasution, towards the society especially schools to obey the regulation due to the condition
in Medan that is still not possible for offline or face-to-face activities.

Data (2)

AR, SIEH KT, I A R A FIEBEH) 2L, 1EE)T B BN B R RIS
Weishéng bu bidoshi, hui dingqi jidntdo youguan cuoshi, bing xiwang zai baohu bingrén hé yiyuan di dang er, dédao
suoyou guorén de liangjié hé péihé.

The Ministry of Health said that it would regularly review the relevant measures and hoped to get the understanding
and cooperation of all Chinese people in protecting patients and hospitals.

In data (2) all hospitals in Singapore establish a regulation of temporary suspension of visits in order to stop the
COVID-19 spread in hospitals. This is marked by the sentence 722/ & [FH A HT 5 MR % dédao sudyou guorén
de liangji¢ hé peihé that means “to get the understanding and cooperation of all people”. This sentence indirectly asks
for Singapore society to obey the regulation established by the hospitals in order to protect the patients.

Data (3)
BB A K i Rk BB I A A
Zin ni buzhdng qing méiti zhijié weén weéishéng buizhdng bu di.
Minister Johnny asked the media to ask health minister Budi directly

The data theft and data selling of vaccination participants’ personal data in Peduli Lindungi application has caused
anxiety and the media also took part in suing explanation from Indonesian government. The word 7% ging in Mandarin
language has various meanings and is used to express politeness. In that sentence, the word 7& ging can be translated
to “welcoming”, Ministry of Communications and Information Johnny G Plate welcomes or politely ordered the media
to refer £ 7%/ zhijié wen to the party that is considered more responsible, the health minister Budi Gunadi Sadikin.

Data (4)
TR IPHF LA 177 < B Y IRPE A F 180 )L B 19 R IR [T 2T o
Ta hdi hiiyn xian zhdng hé shi zhang miqié guanzhu xidoxué hé you'éryuan jibié de youxian mianduimian xuéxi.
He also called on County heads and mayors to pay close attention to the limited face-to-face activities at the primary
and kindergarten levels.

The context of the news is from the news of West Java Governor, Ganjar Pranowo, who addresses #F} hiyi and
politely asks the regent and mayor to pay more attention % 1] % migié guanzhi to the face-to-face activities in
elementary and kindergarten school since the students are of a very young age to get vaccinated.

Data (5)
TEITHIRCR AL GAAF, (HAE H BT BN TEPBEL LU L

Zhilido de xiaoguo yé yue lai yué hdo, danshi mugian women hdi bunéng diaoyigingxin.
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The effect of the treatment is getting better, but we can't take it lightly at present.

China was first country to be infected by COVID-19 and they have more experience in the treatment progress /7
TFHIRCR 1 K8 47 Zhilido de xiaogud yé yué ldi yué hdo, but the China government also asks the society not to
take COVID-19 lightly. This is marked by 7442 A Fi #1741 GE## L #2 -0 danshi mugian women hdi bunéng
diaoyigingxin, and the word 4~ §¢ buinéng means “not allowed” which emphasizes the order or the request.

3.2 Stabilizing Situation

The COVID-19 pandemic condition once caused panic and anxiety in people who are affected. This study presents
the data where the Guoji Ribao and Hao Bao online news media use euphemism to give calming effect in order to
avoid causing anxiety in society who are affected by COVID-19 in several countries. Those can be seen in these data.
Data (6)

NFGBEF IR — LRI, E A2 i Z T -
Rén hé bingdu gongcun shi yige méihdo de yuanwang, ta shi xiiyao tidojian de.
The coexistence of human and virus is a good wish, and it requires conditions.

In data (6) the news context contains information regarding COVID-19 which can mutate and cause anxiety in
society but in order to stabilize the situation, the China government stated that A #//# #1477 42— 1N FELFH9 /R 2 rén
hé bingdu gongcun shi yige méihdo de yuanwang the coexistence of human and virus is a good wish. In this statement,
the China government intended to convey a hope that human and virus can live together 3:7# gongctn although

certain terms and conditions are required =42 7 Z4FH7 ta shi xiiyao tidojian de.

Data (7)
P KEU BRI TG ST i1 0 TSN LR 1577l T A L K e BN E
F RGN I, 55 -
Buguo, wéngao shuo, yuan fang jiang genju gebié qingkuang jinxing pinggii, yunxu bingwéi bingrén, nian you bing
However, the notice said that the hospital will assess on an individual basis and allow critically ill patients, young
patients, women awaiting delivery and postpartum and patients in need of additional care to receive visitors.

In data (7) the news context contain information of the cause of the virus spread rapidly in the hospitals in
Singapore, the hospitals establish temporary suspension of visit. This can make the family or the patients anxious that
they cannot see each other. In order to stabilize the situation, the hospital states 7 -ZZ 414+ & 77 A ZEN. 177 & xiiyao

Data (8)

H B 2 iR B 78 5 749 PeduliLindungi 2045 MR 28 Al Bl EZEE P, RRTELZEN.
Mugian zai tongxun hé xinxt bu yun zhong de PeduliLindungi shaju ganggang qianyi dao tongxun hé xinxt bu zhijié
gudnli chu, qi zhuangtai shi anqudn de.

At present, the Peduli Lindungi data in the cloud of the Ministry of Communications and Information has just been
migrated to the direct management office of the Ministry of communications and information, and its status is
secure.

The data leak or data selling of the vaccination participants in Peduli Lindungi application will surely cause
anxiety among Indonesian citizen, due to the fact that they personal data could be abused. In order to stabilize the
situation, the Ministry of Communications and Information of Indonesia argued that the data have been migrated 7
# qianyi and secured AN EE L4/ qi zhuangtai shi anqudn de to the Communications and Information
management office. That statement aimed to calmly effect Indonesians citizens.

Data (9)
FPERIRE ) )2 1 32 COVID-19 BB BEFf i) LINIE L2 S 14K
Guimo hé geng gudngfan di shisht COVID-19 yimido jiezhong kéyi jiasu jingji zéngzhdng.
Scale and wider implementation of COVID-19 vaccination can accelerate economic growth.
The COVID-19 pandemic impacts badly to various sectors including the economic sector. The Indonesian
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Employers Association (APINDO) states that one of the ways to restore the economic sector is through vaccination t
The euphemism can be seen in £ COVID-19 A i 7% F# 0] L 258 75 354 shishi COVID-19 yimido jiezhong kéyi
jiasu jingji zéngzhdng which means COVID-19 vaccination can accelerate economic growth. The statement aims
calming down Indonesian entrepreneurs who are affected by the bad effects of COVID-19.

Data (10)

MBI E AT 2R AT BIRFRMMA T !

Cong jiance shuju kan: Dangqian xinguan yimido dui bianyi du zhii yiran youxiao!

From the monitoring data, the new crown vaccine is still effective against the mutant strain!

A news emerged that the COVID-19 can mutate and has many stronger variants, which will really make people
worried and it is predicted that the third dose of vaccine is needed. However, the statement from the China government
helped stabilize the situation by saying, that from their monitoring data the new crown vaccine is still effective against
the mutant strain.

3.3 Refining Goals

Euphemism with a refining goals effect intend that the information given can be perceived well by the society and
will not give negative effect. Based on the COVID-19 case, sentences that contain euphemism aims to educate the
society, self-proof, and commercial. The education purpose is found dominant in the data, compared to other purposes.
The purposes can be seen in the following data.

Data (11)

P 77 7 1% 7 = BRI L FE P AT b R HT 7o

Zii duan bingdu chudanbo zhityao ytkao gonggong wéishéng cuoshi hé yimido jiezhong.
Blocking the spread of the virus mainly depends on public health measures and vaccination.

One of the sentences using euphemism with education purpose can be seen in the sentence of data (11) which
purpose is to educate the society that the main way to stop the COVID-19 spread depends on the application of health
protocols by the society and the vaccination. The word 7= ZZ/& 3 zhityao yikdo “mainly rely on” subtly emphasizes
that the society’s obedience towards the application of health protocols is very influential towards stopping the
COVID-19 spread.

Data (12)

A FERRL, H P22 PHAENIIEFIE, S5 0L 02 BN 0. TG # X

H, UEZDZFRRE.

Tongguo shuzi shéngtai xitong, qizhong zhi yi shi zhongxido wei qiye de shuzihua, shangye canyu zhé keyi gudngfan

yingxido tamen de chdnpin, ér wuxi mianduimian, yi tuidong jingji fazhdn.

Through the digital ecosystem, one of which is the digitization of small, medium-sized and micro enterprises,

business participants can widely market their products without face-to-face to promote economic development.
That statement was made by the Indonesian Employers Association (APINDO) which aims to educate the society

that the COVID-19 pandemic impacts badly to the economy, and the business or trade sector experience drastic

decline. However, one of the ways to maintain the economy or business sector is to support the economic development

LUFEZNZE JF R yil tuidong jingji fazhdn despite the occurring COVID-19 by utilizing the digital payment technology

Fr 7 F 47 shizi shengtai xitong in which application requires no physical contact or face-to-face interaction /77

T 75 [BIX] [H], ér wixi mianduimian.

Data (13)
17577 (3] 5Lt 7 (5 e 0 A PR R AT B IRNAE - X750 B o]t TREEHEE 12.5 147 R o
Ta zhi zhongguo yi shishi xin zhongguo chéngli yilai guimo zuida de quangiu réndao zhiiyl xingdong. Yi xiang shijié
tigong yu 12.5 Yi ji guan bing yimido.
He pointed out that China has implemented the largest global humanitarian action since the founding of new China
and has provided more than 1.25 billion doses of coronal disease vaccine to the world.

In the opening ceremony of The Sustainable Development Forum 2021 China State Councellor and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Wang Yi, stated that China has given many humanitarian contributions towards many countries since
the establishment of the New China by giving out 1.25 billion dose of vaccines to many countries. This can be seen
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in S/ IREGEE 12.5 12 AYER A BT yi xiang shijié tigong yii 12.5 Yi ji guan bing yimido in which euphemism
purpose is as a self-proof of having done things or subtly aims to give self-compliment.

Data (14)

BN TESTIR RAGHT JEIFE ) T RN HIEIR,  TTBN I RENGHI G IT HI 42 e iR F [ AL IE T TR
Women dou yong hén kuai de shijian kongzhile yiqing de jinzhdn, ér women dui yiqing de zhilido de jingyan yé
yué ldi yué fengfu, yinci siwang lii hén di.

We have all controlled the progress of the epidemic very quickly, and we have more and more experience in
the treatment of the epidemic, so the mortality is very low.

The China government who was first to experience the COVID-19 pandemic prove themselves by stating that
they are more capable of decreasing the death rate A/4LAE T IR yinci siwang i hén di due to rapid surveillance
FeNTF IR AT [E 57 T RE I I Women dou yong hén kuai de shijian kongzhile yiqing de jinzhdn and the
richer and more various treatment knowledge or experience Z& 1/ /575 181177677 HIZ4E 5 tHE K F & ér women dui
yiqing de zhiliao de jingyan yé yue lai yue fengfu.

Data (15)

AL E 7&K, “HNEGYRT BAGYEHIES BB RN E B R IEHIIEH T, R ATBE
2N THIESR .

Dan giao bén shéng zi bidoshi, “zhiyao you guanzhong xiwang ru chdng guankan aoyunhui, women jiu yingdang zai
Jjiang gdnrdn fengxidn jiang dao zuidri de qingkuang xia, jin kénéng mdnzu tamen de yaoqiu.

But Yoshiko Hashimoto said, "as long as there are spectators who want to enter to watch the Olympic Games, we
should try our best to meet their requirements while minimizing the risk of infection.

The host of the 2020 Olympiad was Japan, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 Olympiad was postponed
and was being held again in 2021. The research team from Japan suggested that the Olympiad is better held without
audience. However, the Japan Olympiad committee Yoshiko Hashimoto said “ & ZZ4 Xk 7 AN g His £,
TN THEIT 5 75 F IR KUz I YR M HT I T A AT REIRAE L THT 225K “As long as there are spectators who
want to enter to watch the Olympic Games, we should try our best to meet their requirements while minimizing the
risk of infection.” The Olympiad committee gave an alternative to fulfill the society’s demand to watch the Olympiad
live by limiting the number of audience. Indirectly, the statement showed a commercial purpose to promoting the
Olympic event, this is done due to its relation with the country’s income or foreign exchange.

3.4 Reproaching or Mildly Criticize
Euphemism can be used to reproach in eastern ways that is indirect, with symbols that avoid people from possible
conflicts. This can be seen in the following data.
Data (16)
B2 — 2B 7 < (Muara Karang) £ 2 #9HR 7, il GEEFE 23 S FFN 1T # o
Xianfan zhi yi shi mu ala kd lang (Muara Karang) xiang gongsuo de zhiyudan, ta nénggou qingyl huodé rénkou shuju.
One of the suspects is a staff member of the Muara Karang Township Office, who has easy access to population data.
One of the suspects guilty of stealing the personal data of vaccination participants is a civil servant. This sentence
indirectly reproaches that the suspect who sold the data of the vaccination participants is a civil servant that is why he
can easily obtain and sell the data 74 5586#8 4 77N [0 4047 ta nénggou qingyi huodé rénkou shiyi.

Data (17)

H B ARG 5 T2 B 775 [ % 7N [H 52—, (AREEZELFIEE, LR ERER E/THE
BRI

Bdgigong céng chéngnuo dfihan shi shou pi huode méiguo yimido juanzeng de gudjia zhi yi, dan juti duoshdo ji
yimido, yiji jiang zai hé shi yanwdng afuhan hdishi wéizhishu.

The White House has promised that Afghanistan is one of the first countries to receive U.S. vaccine donations, but
the exact number of doses and when they will be shipped to Afghanistan are still unknown
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The US government promises /7 £7 7K i# Baigong céng chéngnuo that Afghanistan is the first country to receive
vaccine donations but in the sentence /AR A Z LK Hi, LIL TSR] Z 7T KA, dan juti dudshdo
Ji yimido, yiji jiang zai hé shi yunwdng afuhan haishi wéizhishu it is a subtle or indirect reproach that this promise is
yet to be realized due to the amount or shipping time that remains unconfirmed i %7 haishi weizhr.

Data (18)

TR LR — T E SN NG ENE R, L TRATFEIGHT BE T, A SAFE R T

W6 xidng zhiyao you yige guojia de yiging dé bu dao kongzhi, quan shijié de yiqing jin bunéng shuo shi shéngli, yé
bu hui dédao anning.

I think as long as the epidemic situation in one country is not controlled, the epidemic situation in the world can not
be said to be a victory or peace.

The China government in data (14) has earlier declared their self-proof on the progress of COVID-19 treatment in
their country. In another occasion, Zhang Boli, an academic from Chinese Engineering Academy and the honorary
president of Chinese Traditional Medicine University, Tianjin University, delivered his speech in video, indirectly
reproached countries that have not been able to control the COVID-19 pandemic that may interrupt other neighboring
countries and the meaning of /A& bu hui it self is ““ will not” which is more pressing that statement.

Data (19)

FERAE G, BEEESEH EEENEESHE. FERF.

Wang yi yé zai yanjiang zhong chéng, yao zinzhong géguo zizhii xudnzé de daolu yii zhidu, pingdéng xiang dai.
Wang Yi also said in his speech that we should respect the roads and systems independently chosen by all
countries and treat each other equally.

In the opening ceremony of The Sustainable Development Forum 2021 Wang Yi also states that 2727 # 7 /% £
FIEFENIEEE S HE,  FEERETF yao ziinzhong gégud zizhil xudnzé de daoli yi zhidu, pingdéng xiang dai we should
respect the roads and systems independently chosen by all countries and treat each other equally. This sentence is
indirectly a reproaching euphemism towards certain countries that frequently criticize China or the China government
and asked to respect the Chinese government policies.

Data (20)

MG BIE T RBEILHRG 7 R 1T 7% 1% /2 2 foi g 72 37 o

Xinguan bingdu bianyile yimido hdi youxiao ma? Yimido jiezhong sudu yao pdo ying bingdu bianyi

Is the vaccine effective after the new coronavirus has mutated? Vaccination speed must outperform virus mutation.
The COVID-19 various and rapid mutation makes the society question or reproach the effectiveness of vaccines

they have received, because this makes the society worried of the impact of the virus mutation.

3.5 Substituting Words with Negative Connotation

Words with negative connotations can directly hurt people’s feelings. The Guoji Ribao and Hao Bao Daily news
text use euphemism or another term used to keep the language use from offending, insulting, or condescending. The
euphemism used to respect people is also found in the data, but there is also the use of euphemism which functions
for “lose dignity”. The use of euphemism can be seen in the following data.

Data (21)
MRS 2Nl e T EAHIE IR
Xinguan feiyan yiqing, ji rénmin zaochéngle zhongda de shengming siinshi.
The outbreak of the Novel Coronavirus Pneumonia has caused great loss to the people.
A1 shengming means “life”, and 51K sunshi “lose” the use of phrase A= 2% shéngming siinshi shengming
sunshi is to substitute negative words or phrases like death or ZEAT-.

Data (22)
SCRHRMAREUL, IR B e P AR it an R IR B 3
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Ai ling ka jiéshi shuo, jiaqiang yimido jiang midnféi tigdng g¢i gong kuiin yuanzhu jieshou zhé.
Elanka explained that the enhanced vaccine would be provided free of charge to Donor Assistance Recipients.

The Indonesian government plans to make policies for paid vaccines. However, there are exceptions for certain
society, such as £ H)# 27 gong kudn yuanzhu jieshou zhé that is a group of society that are entitled to receive
support from the government. This term is used to substitute the term “lower class society who receive support”
because it gives a bad impression and offensive.

Data (23)

1 1118 2 27 1 FE BB IR S P B B2 s BB R HUNE—2 TAEA R, A A LI 27

Ta yé ti dao ruo you lihuan tangniaobing déng de yanzhong jibing huanzhé, huo shi yihu, jiaoshi deng yixian gongzuo
rényuan, yé di kéyi midnfeéi jiezhong.

He also mentioned that if there are serious diseases such as diabetes, or medical workers, teachers and other front-line
workers, they can also be vaccinated free of charge.

Besides the group of society who receive government support except for certain condition or status that can get
free vaccine. —Z¢ L /EA /7 yixian gongzuo rényudn in Indonesian is known as “Garda Depan” or front-line workers.
This term referred to people who work as COVID-19 security units such as doctors, nurses, paramedic officers,
laboratory workers, military, also the janitors along with other workers who work in complete Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) and have to handle the COVID-19 patients. This term is used to respect those workers.

Data (24)

I 15 TR ] 15, B4 7 BT R AR -

Ranhou weéizao yimido jiezhong zhengming shii, mai géi you xiiyao yong dao de minzhong.
Then forge vaccination certificates and sell them to people in need.

7 B 21 R AX xiiyao yong dao de minzhong people in need is a euphemism of people who buy the personal
data of the vaccination participants for their own commercial interest especially to gain big profit. The use of
euphemism in that sentence refers to the euphemism function as concealment. Concealment aims to disguise the truth
with alternative words or to hide it ambiguously, and sometimes, this actually ends up sounding rude and causing the
other person to lose his/her dignity [4].

Data (25)
T TETE BT 15l 55 19 e A T XN 9437777 o
Er shigudn zanting yéwn de juéding ji dadi yingxidngle zhéxié rén de “niili”.
The decision of the embassy to suspend business has greatly affected the "'efforts' of these people.

The effort in here means the effort of Afghanistan people to get visa to be able to migrate to the US as they are
afraid of being Taliban targets because they work for the US. The embassy temporarily closed all services including
visa making as there are more than 100 people infected by the COVID-19 in the US embassy for Afghanistan.

4. Conclusion

Based on the 58 euphemism sentences found, those sentences can be classified into 5 different effects, the ordering
or politely asking, stabilizing situation, refining goals, reproaching or mildly criticizing, and substituting words with
negative connotation. From the five purposes of euphemism found, the ordering or politely asking purpose is the
dominant effect. This relates to the COVID-19 phenomenon and relates to the establishment of new policies to protect
the society from the impact of COVID-19 itself. Euphemism in Guoji Ribao and Hao Bao Daily online news are
widely applied as one of the ways to calm the readers regarding information they receive while still holding
argumentative principle or creating interpretations. The euphemism used in the Guoji Ribao and Hao Bao online news
dominantly are translated from Indonesian language or other foreign languages, therefore the euphemism in the Guoji
Ribao and Hao Bao online news has not fully shown Mandarin euphemism culture.
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